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2E aith it feif, and the manner of 
« lieve the Subſtance of it, who differ in the 


<« For this is liable to RT CHEE _— CO 
* aSon, that we pray to three Modes inſtead of three real Perſons, chat Modes are 


* cual Things in their own Nature, Er. But muſt we from hence conclude ſuch à one 
_ © guilty of, Hereſy, when he declares, That he withal ſuppoſed them not to 
GR t that the Divine Efſence is to be taken together with the Mode 


Dr. Wallis's 3d Letter, P. 62, 64; . That which makes the Orthodox 
< ſeem harſh to the Socinians, is, becauſe they have ET 


tion only of the word Perſon, to which three Men are accounted to be three 
 * Perſons, and theſe three Perſons to be three Men. Bur they may conſider there is ano- 


* ther Notion of the word Perſon, and in common uſe too, wherein the ſame Man may 
© be ſaid to ſuſtain divers Perſons, and thoſe Perſons to be the ſame Man; that is, the 


« ſame Man ſuſtaining divers Capacities, And then it will feem no more harſh to ſay, 1 


8 the "nee Tn * Son, n are one God, than to ſay, God the 
<« Creator, 


4 AT 


ee OH EO TOE 
"Io 2 "A 2 


Creatar, God the Redeemer, and God the SanRtifier, is one God; which, 1 ſuppoſe | 
would not ſeem harſh, or be thought Nonſence. 3 
Mr, Booker, — In every Perſon there is implied both the Subſtance of God, which 
< 15 one, and alſo that Property which cauſeth the ſame Perſon really and truly to differ 
< from rhe other ,wo. : 
See Dr. South's Tritheiſm charged, P. 1 56, 157. and Animadverſ, P. 240, < The 
* toundation of the Doctrine of the Trinity is this, 1ſt, That there can be but one God. 
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Dr. Gaſtrel's Conſiderations concerning the Trinity, P 
Father, we conceive the Idea of God ſo far as we are capable of Ir, acting 
ſoand' ſo, under ſuch Reſpes and Relations: And when we name =! the Son, we 
conceiye nothing elſe bur rhe ſame Idea of God over again _ different Relations ; 5 
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we ſee then, that the way to attain 
Heaven is effentially the ſame for all Men; 


1 
dibly certified to be revealed to us from 


we are ere- 
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muſt ceaſe from that which every one know; © 

is Evil, and learn to do what is truly and 
Good Jet for- all. chis, the 

Jens kept on ſtill their old Prejudices ; 


God, and to ober ve whatioever we may be nay, many of them pervert chemſelves 
credibly informed He indiſpenſibly requires to that horrible degree, that "they wholly 


of us. 


Now all honeſt Jews will confeſs, that ha 


this great and effential Truth, That the 
obſervation of the Rules of Reaſon, or the 
-habitual and YWverſat 
was the only to pl and was 
common to abem with ſt of 2 World, 


was generally over. looked or forgotten by 
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le, Error That. 5 0 
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thein Lawgiver, and God their King, 
4 Hem, other ſorts. of Creat 
of Mankind and bby 
3 their Law, without attend ing 
ro the Spiritual ſignification thereof, in- 
ticuled them to the Felicity of / aven, A 


it did. to.the Bleſhngs: of the Land of Ca. 
aan. They looked upon other Men, who 
had not the Advantage with 2 


with the El contempt; and they va- C 


lued themſelves, for their ber O 
Waſhings, Sacrifices, 2 3 Acts, 
meaſure, tho or were otherwiſe 
never ſo 'Coverous, Luftful, Milos a 
Uncharitable. Wherefore che Prophet Je- 
temiab owns chat their Rightzouſneſs, or the 
Jewiſh, and mere legal 9 5 0 1 
des filthy Rags. Ane 


tiaesg and the Cw ll walt Boy of 


Oil, we {ce they;are frequently told, That 
none o theſe Rites are of any Worth, 
Vertue is the enly thing that God loves, 
that His greateſt delight is Charity, Mer- 
Snlneſa, and an humble Spirir; and that, 
a word, if they will pleaſe Him, * 
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155 of Vertue, It is true, 
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— Nation; 3 Aus che Writings of 2 as well as from the Nanive of God and the 
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our Souls. 
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according to the ond -fovi 
cumciſion is 
no 


Converſion, even 


. ee as almoſt the reſt of Mankind 
done, Natural Religion, ia | 
diſputed againſt the Immortality 

Soul, and the Reward 5 x Future State. 
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the Reformation of nag 
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to be Happy is that 3 
Way which Right Reaſem teaches, tha 
whar our 'Conſciences ſuggeſt to us when 
we are ſincere, and conſequently do conſider 


that the Way 


Reaſon *& 
in 1 Au and in thy Hurt; The Ring- 

dom of God is among you 5 And Why, of 
your ſelves, judge conn ns not what is Right? 
for God is "mot far one of us; 
And is — neceſſary to 


be known of God, or of Religion, e 


Having ſnewn it to them from the Crea- 
Him being clearly (cen by the things that are 
made. He moſt exprefly declared, that 
ONES may be as acceptable to God 
as any other People, if chey fincerely re- 
pent of all cheir Sins, and habirually- ob- 
feros all ehe Rules of vertue: And lie did 
all chut was in His power, and that was 
in any reaſon to Save us all from 
our Sins, and to perſuade all Men, both 
Jens and Gentiles, to do wat He News = 
_ them, to fesſuke their jet; to 
rer zandito live I 


preſent br ee 2 2 l ad 
hy; ie een it was Taldy. 8 
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crificed Rimſeif for! our: Rederpricn and, 


as He had ed an-mnocenc Life, Aunch kept 
Hinifelf free from Sin; in In Wh tir He: 
cbald de ſer ve mag but Profile and her to 
266 He continued Ou ient' 
to Death, even the i ious andert 
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murmeate Himſelf to Him-without meaſure ; 
2nd, * a word, He made Him a Prince and 
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and proceed in our Conſideration of Things 
according to the true and known Rules of * 
Por-the Word is nigh-thee, eren 


ven and 


nifoft; if Men” will but attend to it, God F 
2ion of the Wartd, the -invilible Thing of t 
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mities of a and 


veraign Miniſter and Soverudur of the 
Church of God; all things, both in Hea- 
were ſübmitted to Him to 


Earth, | 
be diſpoſed of ty Rim for che good ol 


Men, Den are 907 hon 


_— — 
r ies ar 5 
is able toi Szve choſe chat All bey 
to the utmoſt. And of His ar am Bo and 
readineſs to do all this, we can never doubt, 
ſmce He even laid down His Life fo Save ws. 
eternally, chat is, 8 far 28 in Him lay, to 

make us infinirely and eternally. Happy, and 
rot co Himſelf me Mens, ta do us 
all che good chat we ſtand in need of. 
Neirher-can'we doubt of the truth of this - 
Matter of Fact, har all chis Power has been 


given Him, - I | COLE _—_ 
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ꝓrofeſ d by Chriſtians, is certainly contrary 
# Reaſon, and conſequently that the Reve - 
lation of Chriflianity cannot proceed from 
the God of Truth, in as much as Reaſon is 


the Light and Law of God as well as Reve- 
lation; am it cannot be ſuppoſed that one 


Divine Light contraditis anuther, it being 
impoſſible for God co 8 or to 0 
upon His Creatures. . 

No what Foundation 4 A is 1 tho 


Objection, will clearly appear by the fol- 


lowing Diſcouſe. But, alas! what hopes 


can we have; op what poſſibility can there 
be, to petſuade the Truth to thoſe that 
will not Examine or Conffder!? O wretched: 


State, which makes the condition of thoſe. 


that chute ir, worſe than that of Sodom and 
Gmerrah ! But thrice happy ye, true I, 
raclites, who, truly: God, love the 
Truttu above all things, i ſincerely ſeek for it 
with alt your Might, and confequently are 
never tke Slaves of ydur Prejudices, nor 
ever biaſs di by baſe Conſiderations O 
dleſſed ye! for they that hate Knowledge 
den er. as it is ſaid; Prov. 4; 29. And 
n Hoſca g. 6. God expreſly ſays, Becauſe 
chu haſt rdjetted:tmowledge E will alfo.rejett 
And Rom r. M. Thoſe who, when 

— — or may ænom Gd, do — 
Him, but become vain in their imaginatio 
God gives: them up tc all Diſhonour: — 
Confuſion, to all Evil and Miſery. For the 


Dnemies of che Lvoſi ſhall be confounded wy 


chat ſaroùr chibfly.the things that be 
— Men, ſhall have novther Cbnſblation chan 


fach 'as this World will afford them: And, 

25. is in - 811g. They that ſhall be 
aſhamed of Chriſt;/ and of the words, of 
Truth, in this ſinful Generation, of them 
che. Lord ſhall alſo be aſttamed in the. Laſt. 
Day: But vhoſde ver ſnallmabe a generous 


at free Confeffions beſans i Niem him will! 
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have long believed and maintained 13 be 
the Truth. And that moſt pernicious Prin : 
ciĩple has too much prevailed among them 
who boaſt to be the — of God, That if n 
Man in his Conſcience be but of the true Re- 
ligion, he may ſafely profeſs a falſe one, and 
deny the Sentiments of his flearte But, beſides 
that this is evidently contradiſtorꝝ to che 
Revealed Oracles of God, of the U as well 
as of the New Teſtament; is it not alſo incon- 


ſiſtent with che Light of Reaſon? For doth 


not Reaſon ſhew us that Lying is abominable 2 
That to ſpeak the Truth, at all Occaſions, is 
our Duty! And that when we fay that a 
thing is our Duty, hom diffieult ſoever we 
may own; it to be, ve aſſert it to ms: 


 cefſary 2 Then ſurely, » tho all Truth 


not be proper to be ſpoken to all Men at 
times, becauſe on the one hand all — 
not always bear it, and on the other Pearls 
are not to be caſt before 8 ine; yet tis ine; 
dubicable: all ſincere Men- ought: 10 profeſs. 
their Opinions, whenſocver an bilden bs 
made thereof. The tre Hasler nor Tan 
are to defire two things of, and 1 
to ꝓreſs them to the Erring Jews : + Firſt, 
That they would i conſider and ex amine the 
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But when fhall an be 'mini- 
2 WhenChriſtians 
ſhall, be worthy of chat Honour, and ſnall do 
trutybihe it Duty in other Matters ; then God, 
ſhall anrn the flearts af the H verſarieg: 
Ginas. ein ng d nove 12 or 
Idi for tir Lord, dught to be the Mono 
of every lone that is Willing to dig his: t: 
for both Gd muſt be on d to be the Foum- 
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manifeſt; and that the 
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If they really think that rhe word, Perſon, 
has bur one ſignificati 


Its Definition, now, in the proper, and 
in the preſent vulgar ſenſe of the word, is, 
Nature rationalis individua ſubſtantia, an in- 
Thus a Man, i 


one ,F 
ae . e, er 


See Do. Gaſtrel s God is and can be but 
Conſiderations, - Fe. one Perjon * * - for WE AC- 
| Debs 


ene Perſon; 


I. The Defence, knowledge rhar there * 
the © fad 4 2 50 Cody 7 n 
b, P. 12, Al 


: 1 . 


en Real © 25 Beings ree 


Nominal Tang Divine 5 Pirits, - 90 three 
55 65 res.) 


Nine N , Woul id ne- 


farin q 100 ree i 2 


25 three e 155 ge 


Kr N Ne. 
SF res 75 IC ly, 

at 1 cauſed tt To, to Ae at, 

Plurer numero Perſo a rg, Ef Vent ia e 5 aon 


8 


* Se the e. Ri. 
. te ae al TED | 


tions in * Nye's wan 
es, $27 ; . 985 e this. Defnizion 


8 8 at 11 25 
Ac or Momer: of 80 Me, 

en rea „ of 7. e of, 5. 4 
= Perſon of the "Mi, 15 505 of re MAbs 0 

ike; in which Places, 

viſibly muſt import. an inte l Meent Be: 
fg not con E. 
ing, but as diftinguiſhed, or to be diſlinguiſhed, 
either from it ſelf or athers, by a certain 
Flanner 6d exiſting, or «ding. 


red as a tiftin or diverſe Be. 


This is indeed a Figurative arceptation of 


tion, it will not be diff- the word, as Mad oor. eee uſed fe 
eult vga canta are extremely in modern And. living Languages 
the wrong. | 


yer Eng erent, 85 


nally that was the proper ſenſe 


it imports ſomething that is real, tho it 30 


| nogumply that ſeveral ſuch Perſons muſk ne- 
rily be ſo many diſtinct Beings But one 


Ne Lee 2 plidered hh rr to 


n 4 | hh lc may 
bear the Ger of 10 ny diſtinct Per- 
2 . Vs this tenſe: 5 + Fer as IT hi 

ec 951 
Advera ou 


2 a 3 confidering, 9 be 
WE grounded, TH th 17 7 
Pns in the ay, 3s, incon ent with the nity 
ods if it 10 ny, becauſe Fs not 
urch, that Perſons a to 
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nnr further; 
Phe 7 verbally d TY and pon- 
demns the atk 


* n ens: 
et what. ae 
8800 eac W I Perſins? 9 x 


makes them three Code. This | 
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God e True, indeed, but the ſame ane God, 


himſelf, howfoever particularly diſtinguiſhed - ſich. Perſohs 28 IS Church 
God, for it is the ame Divine e e is imply chis 


card 


This is the fires of the Vnitarien Cauſt; as Father, Sen and Spirit 2. —— 
Thi i ob Vn then che the Church and the Fachers gf rhe chuck 


Church ought to be look d upon as tuph - had gone no further, r 


been parti 
Fo 22 ted 
a di. 
+ Si 


another Prevaricator and Deceiver as che Divine Perſons, than what has. 
Church of Nome; which firſt ſpeaks ho- cularized ; or had only, in 
nourably of che 3 \and-preſertly.. cach of the Divine Per 
after forbids the readi „ . * 2 Singuiſhed by ſomething 4 
But what is te! aeg — 5 the Divine hore it Ig Py Fo 
to the Diviue Perſons 4 To 0 122 cannot | 
ror 49 = vichour in mac INS: oral ity o e ic 
tho diſtinguiſhed b OY WOO demon c way t to 
nene and effencial 4%, or Fg. ble ſo. diſtinguiſhed, {as will evidendy. . 
To be Iving, and not ſlabſrſti only; pear-:) And if it . nog lo, we OWN:It + 
bur really exiting; to be Inrellixent, Eternal, would be 2 Praſumprion in che 
QUncreated, Ineamprehenſible; and poſſeſſed +3 Church co hold that one Divine. Being cin be 
all other Divine Attributes ? True, Gd three Perſons; For iß upon- due — 
certainly is ſo; -and ſo muſt needs be, con- ration, it could not 2 
ſequently, each Divine Perſon, that is, God that God actually is; and cannot but be: 


cee 


the 
and conſidered ; yet, ſtill, there is but one Texts of Scripture, which.are tho 


ine, 3 — 
ſo conſideted a diſtinguiſhed. - ther ſenſe, than i in chat e 


In fine, To be cherernal and co-equal - appear poſſible, 0 00:3: 
The Divine Perſons may be ſb too, without The Church's Exp ons (ee Perſons 


being more Beings than One; for each Perſon in the Deity, Father, Son, and Spirit, che 
is God, and God as He is each of the three firſt begetting, the ſecond generated, 1 


Perſons, i is eternal, and is e qually God. third proceeding from the tw 5 
But, you will fay, What. is there in God, That God being — rh —— 
beſide the Divine Attributen? and yet, dot! eſſential Property * the ity ap- 
not the: Church aſcribe ſomething peculiar - pears the firſt in the Nature, 
to each Perſon, which makes it to be that © thereby canſerh himſelf to be conſidered. 
Perſon, and not any other? And doth not © in che next place wich another Property 
thar, which i is peculiarly aſcribed to each *© which owetk its Origin to che former; 
Peron, contradict and deſtroy the Unity of and thar God being conſidered theſe two. 
God 2 .. © ſeveral ways, as diſtinctiy exiſting wih 
kae The Churckr calls the feſt Per- - © reſpett to cach of the atoreſaid Properti ies, 
Ven the Father, che ſecind the Sen, and the 4 ig is chen in fine neceffary chat He ſhould - 


third the Holy Cheſt thereby aſſerting the ** alſo be further — together with 


firſt to be the Fum ain of the Deity, and the © a third Property which flowetli from the 


_ Origin of the other two Perſons, the ſecond two firſt. 


to be generated of the firſt, and the third to Here then the Difficulcy only is, Whether 
proceed from the firſt aud ſecond : ſo that there are in God three ſuch Properties , 21 0 


Jod, thus "diſtinguiſhed and cortfidered as cording to which He may be 


the Father, is the firſt Pei ſm; conſidered in Himſelf, as Begetting, Generated, _ 

and diſtinguiſhed: as the Son, is the ſecond Proceeding ? 

Perſon ; and confidered and Fans, ona as Not that ſach Properties are themſelves 

the Holy Spirit, is the third Perſon; the Per/ons ; but a Divine Perſon is the Di- 

theſe three Perſons are one and the ſame — vine Zſſence particularly conſidered with, 1 5 
But, you will urge, Upon what account diſtinguiſhed by an eſſential Prope, , So 


dis or cin de the ſame one Being diſtinguiſhed. that che Properzies,.. in the abſtrac, or in 


B 2 them 


(3299 


Divine Being, are the Perſons, © 
Now therefore if 2 Property in the Diuine . Perſ on. 


thinſave;are the Perſonalities; bir in the ©: dith;;> for God doch whatſoever He vi le ih- 
cotcrete; or conſidered together with the end the Divine Eſſence conſidered with 
ä chis Property, is che Spirit, and third 


Eſſence may, together with the Diune This is the ſenſe chat the Church's Ex- . 
Eſſence,” be conſidered, as cauſing or N preſſions are ſuſceptibte 
ducing another Property in the ſaid Eſence; of; that is expreſiy 


* 
TS EF 


24 


and if, in the ſame Being, from iwo ſuch Pro- St,-Auſtin's!' Explication, ©. particularly: ex- 


pertiesi a third may, in like manner, be confs- which differs mor from 


dered as flowing, or following in the laſt that of the generality 


place, according to the Order of Nature; then of the Fathers. : And 
we have certainly what the Church means theſe things, if Men 
f. the Proteſtant 


by the Divine Prrpns, Father, Son, and will apprehend! them, 


: plained. hy the Re · 
formed Churches 


abroad, Ser the 
Confeſſion f Faith 


S proc 


their accbunt, h whatſoever elſe He And as/ Fire. cannot be withoit; Heat, nor: 


And will the "Unitarians" ſay, that the repreſentedꝗ to demon- Art. 6. and Cal- 


Divine Nature cannot be thus Yiſtiigwiſhed 7 ſtrate, that they are eſ- vin Catechiſm, 


Surely, God may be confidered as acting or ſentially in God, that Sunday 3d, &c.] 
exiſting according to his eſſential Properties; they do not import more 
and in three ſuch Manners of exiſting, the than one Divine Being, and that they com- 
whole Idea of the Deity is compriſed. pleat the Notion of the Divine Nature; ſo 
The Property which according tothe that chere can be io other efſential Pro- 
<. Order of Nature obtains che ff} rank in perties in the Godhead, or other Perſons in 
« the conſideration of the Deity, 4 fte one Divine hence, all that is in Gad being 
* and perfect Intelligence; except that be evidently redurille to theſe three. 
<<" fir/t ſuppoſed, nothing elſe can be con Flotebeit, chere are two Difficulties thar 
e ceived to be in God. But it is evident, may be conſidered; they are theſe fol- 
ce. from Hence flows whatſoever elſe belon s lowin 1 J Rds 55 ARNIE 
to the Divitic Nature. God then conſi- "Bi; leu un, is produceũ by the Intellect, 
<« dered às an eternal, ſelf-exiſting,' ſelf- and Tove dath proceed from then both, then 
« living'and l perfect heli, is the Tr. the Intolle®#:muſt be ſuppoſedlro be leere 
« ther, or firſt Ferſon in the Trinity, either of them, as the Cauſe is before irs 
„ Now, it is the Nature of a Perfect Effet; and thus the ſecond and third Pro- 
ce Intelligence, or Underſtanding, to reflect; perties (and conſequently rhe ſecond and third 
e and- by this refection of the Intellect is Perſons) cannot be Eternal; ſo that the Bi- 
«-prozuced*'a Wiſdom commenſurate to the nity, or the Doctrine of three co. eternal Di- 
4 Underſtanding from whence it is derited: vine Perſans; ralinot bei undet ſtood in tlis 
« And fo this Wiſdom-' manifeſtiy is the ſenſe, which is confiſtent with the Unity o/. 
4 Off ſpring of the Mind. (This all- perfect Ged. Tlanſwer; Immanent, efjential and 


x; 


c Wiſdom implies the Divine Goodneſs and neceſſary* Aﬀs, and ſo immanent, efjential 


« Fuſtice, as they are, in the D'vine Na- and neceſſary Effects, are of the ſame du - 
ture, Diſpoſicions to act; for, then, they ration with the Cauſe, tho the Cauſe oughr- 
« are nd other but che Divine Wijdom it to be conſidered! the finſtʒ as was ſaid, ar- 
elf.) God particularly confidered with coding to the Ordor of Nature, but not ac- 
« this God - like Property, is called the Son, cording to any difference of Duration: '' Thus 
* and the Second Perſon. © _ - Light-1s the neceſſary effect of the Sun, and 
In fine, the two aforeſaid Divine Pro- eat. the neceſſary effect of fi; and it 
< perties naturally produce the Divine Vi theſe Cauſes were eternul, their neceſſary 
“ or Love, by which God loves His infinite Effedts would be :1o'tro;: ar neceſſary Effect 
4 perfections, and for their ſake, and upon being that without -which-the Cauſe cannot be. 


- 


Cz) 


W 


* > 


che Sun witlibut Lebt; neither can the rherefore the Second Perſon is faid to be 


Divine Intellect be without Wiſdom, nor the 


1 ” < 


Divine Wiſdom without Divine Love. 
«Second! Td Difficulty is, If each 
of thele Properties, diſtinct from the other 
two, is to give the Denomination of a Per- 
ſon to the Divine Eſſence ; chen each of the 
Perſons, of it ſelf, cannot be God, becauſe 
it is imperſect, wanting ſomething eſſential 
that belongs to the Divine Nature. For in- 


ſtance, the firſt is without Wiſdom, and the 


firſt and ſecond without Will or Love : Or 
if each of the Perſons be en ea 
the Per/ohs maſt imply the orher two Per- 


ſons, the Notion of God, as has been ob- 
ſerved, not being compleat, if any of the 


God, then each of | 


4 
- 


eſſential Properties be wanting; and fo the 
* Perſons ſhall not be diſtinguiſhed from each 
other, each Perfon equally and neceflarily 


implying the Divine Eſſence with all the 


Divine Properties, without which God can- 


not be God. And thus, if any one of the three 


be ſo likewiſe: Nay, thus, indeed, chere 


can: be but one Divine Perſon, or one Perſon 


and fo hve, as 


that is truly God, for God, as has been faid; 


imports the Divine Being with aff its Pro- 
e e DSS 3M 87 For SATIN 1 
I anſwer; All the Difficulry that is here 


* 


* * 


pretended, has no other foundation bur this 


Miſtake, That ſome things which 


| are- inſepa- 
rable cannot be diſtinguiſhed, 3 TM © 


$ 
* 


Divine Eſſence 


We do not ſay, that the 


evxer is or can be ſeparated from any of its 


Properties; but the three eſſential Proper- 
ties, Divine Underſtanding, Wiſdom and ill, 


_ are: o dliſtinct, that the one certainly is not 
the other. And if they are 4% int in God, 


then God may thrie? be diftin&ly conſidered, 
with particular reſpect to them: And the 
Divine Eſſence being diſtinetly to be con- 


Incarnate, tho the other Properties are not 
ſeparated from the Divine Eſſence; hut 

they are then Properties only and not Per- 

ſons, becauſe at that occaſion God is not 
conſidered as fiſtinguiſhed by them, buͤr 
particularly 26 diſtinguiſteu by the Divine 


Wiſdom, which is God Himſelf, according to 


the Axiom, That whatſoever x in G is 
Gad. Thus each Divine Perſon is the whole 
Divine Nature, with all the Divine Properties, © 
but as diſtinguiſhed by, and moſt particularly 
conſidered with one of the ſaid Properties, 
DS, Z? 
Thus then it is evident, the Doctrine bf 
the Trinity may be underſtood in this ſenſe, 
which, inconteſtably, is conſiſtent with the 
Unity ef Gad. 8 5 
Have not therefore the Unitarians ex- 
tremely miftaken the import of the Churchs 
Expreſſions? And was it not without rea: | 
ſon that they have taken ſuch an offence & 
them, as, upon their account, to forfike® 


and abhor the Communion of Proteftants, - 


as it were, with God in the 


World? 3 1 
No doubt, that Church, and thoſe. 


Churches ought to be deteſted as heathenifh, 


that ſhould maintain a Plurality of Gt, ! 
and, indifpurably, the holding more Di- 
vine Beings than One, would be to aſſert ſo 


many God's : We therefore grant, that if the 


Expreſſions of the Church imported this, 
it would be neceſſary to rendunce her- 


Communion, and make a Separation. 


Bur ſeeing the ſaid Expreſſions are con- 
ſiſtent with the Unity ©'of God, and the Uni- 
verſal Church exprefly acknowledges but 


one Being in the Deity, (as has been ſnewn, 


aud it appears of- what conſequetice 


it was 


to ſhew it) what juſb grounds can the Uni- 


ſider'd, wich particular reſpect to one of its 


eſſential and diſtin: Properties, the other 


* 


two Properties; no doubt, are then inſepa- 


rably in the Divine Eſſence, but they are 
nor: what moſt particularly offers it ſelf to 


* 


de conſider d in God at that oecaſion. 


Thus in the Incarnation, God manifefts 


4 
. 
* 


tarigns have to divide from the Church, 
when all the Difference between the Church: 
and them is only imthe Expreſſion!? 
Do not the 'Unitarians believe the ſub- 
ſtance of what the Chureh reaches ? Do 
they not believe that there are ſuch things” 
in God as the Divine tele, Mm and 


timſelf in Chriſt's Humanity, partictlarly * Love * Do they not think that Od my be 4 
by His Property of Divine Wiſdom, and“ dNfinttly confidered wich Riff reſpect 


* + "% J * 4 
* 2 


to each of theſe ? Well, then, they believe 
thar, which the Church calls the Three Per- 
ſons, Father, Son and Spirit; where, then, 
15 theDifference ? | | 

The Unitarians expreſly aſſert, That the 
Divinity was not only occaſionally aſſiſting to, 


but was ( and is always ) in Chriſt, illuni- 


fiating, conduct ing, and aFuating him. Now, 


if this be underſtood of the Divinity, with 
Particular reſpe# to the diftin& Property of the 
Divine Miſdom, is not this exactly the 


Doctrine of the Church concerning the In- 
carnat ian? 8 


upon what account then ſhould there be 


a Schiſm ? Surely, Schiſm is ſo great an 
Evil, that (to avoid it) all, that may be 
done with a good Conſcience, ought to be 


| condeſcended to. 


But ſome will be apt to ſay, that ſome 
Fathers, who follow the Notions of Philo 


the Jem, or of Plato, underſtand. more. by 
the Trinity than what has been particula- 


rized, No to this it may be replied, There 


is no doubt but that the Trinity implies 


more than has been expreſſed; for, after 
all, no Man pretends that God and the 


Myſteries of Religion are fully. compreben- 


Fible, But it is certain that neither Reaſon 
nor Scripture diſcover to us more than we 
have ſeen concerning this Matter ; and as 


for that which is not made known, that 


does not concern us. As the Learned Author 
of rhe Conſiderations concerning the Trinity 
(P. 14.) obſerves, We can believe 4 thing no 
further than we under ſtand the Terms in which 


it is propoſed to 8. But as for the arbitra 


Conceits of any Jews or Heathens, theſe 
ought not to be the Standard of our Faith, 
nor the Rule of our Religion, no more 
than the particular Explication of ſome Fu- 
ther, or of any other Learned Man ; as 
Bellarmin himſelf owns, (J. 2. Col. 88.) 
Scripta Patrum non ſunt Regule, nec ha- 
bent audoritatem obligandig | 

Let us now conſider the other Objections, 
in their order, and ſee whether any of them 
de more ſohd than the firſt. | __ 

II. The ſecond Objection is, That the 


Notion of Three Perjons in the Deity is not 


anfiver, 


14) 


_ Firſt ; Suppoſe the Trinity be not men: 
tioned in any Text, what then? If whag 


the Church has defined concerning it be 
evidenty certain, is not that ſufficient, alto 


the Scripture were altogether ſilent in the 


Matter? Is there need of any Scripture- 


Proof to evince what is undeniably evident 


without it? That is authoriſed by Scripture, 


that is maniteſtly grounded upon Right 


Reaſon, for Scripture owns Right Reaſon for 


the Teſtimony of God as well as any ocher 
Revelation. But, | E 17 1 


Secondiy; The thing it ſelf is actually in 


rant that in Scripture we do not find the 


following Ex preſſions, God the Son, God the 


Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons, Trinity, and the 


like. Bur what the Church calls Trinity, 


Three Perſons, God the Son, God the Holy 
Ghoſt, is certainly in Scripture, - 
In the 24th Verſe of the 4th Chapre 


and what rhe Church means by the Fir 


Perſon. ; 1 9 8 
In the 27th Verſe of the x6th Chapter of 

the Romans, God is repreſented as the Foun- 

tain of all Wiſdom. Conſidered as ſuch, He 


is the Second Perſon, or God the Son. 


In the 8th Verſe of the gth Chapter of 


the Firſt Epiſtle of St. John, the Apoſtle 
expreſly faith that God is Lobe: Which 1s 


the Notion of the Holy Ghoſt or Third Per- 
Here then are the Three Perſons, aud 


ſon. | 
conſequently what the Church means by 
the word Trinity. | 


4 


In the ↄth Verſe of the 2d Chapter of the 


Coloſſians it is ſaid, That in Chriſt dwelleth 


all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily : Which 
is what the Church means by the Incar- 


nat ion. 


And that it is the Deity, particularly con- | 
ſtdered by the diſtinct Property of the Di- 


vine Wiſdom, which is manifeſted in the 


Man Chriſt Jeſuc, is intimated in the 3zd 
. Verſe of the 2d Chapter of the Coloſſians, 


and in the 1oth Verſe of the 3d Chapter of 


the Epheſians, in theſe words, In Chriſt are 
hid all the Treaſures of. Wiſdom and Know- 


ledge, 


my 
St. John, God is ſaid to be a Spiritual or In- 
telligent Being; He may then be conſidered 
as ſuch. And as ſuch He is God the Rather, 


— 


Biſhop. in his Dioceſs," and con 


thx 


edge, t0 the new tt rw ig or 


marine woo Frey 

td be the only Texts that 
are any A to be accommodared 
to, or t0 il te the Doctrines of the In- 


carnation and Trinity, they abundantly ſuffice. 
therefore; 


To 
„The third Obhoction is, That phate 
Re __ 4 to be aclear, or ſuf- 


Jude of "and. ac> 
le no 2 fo * e of Contro- 
See, according to theſe Principles, 

poſitively require of thoſe that wil Ive in 
— — of any Doctrine 
than as it i expreſſed in Scripture, 


any obſciere Text, is the traeſerſe of that Text. 

Now, we grant, this is moſt certainly 
true: But, then, tis certainly true like- 
wiſe; chat the yg do here, again, 
extremely miſtake, for ſi uppoſe chat 
the Church xequires the pe belief, that 
Her . Imferpretations are Inu 
the Articles of che Church, and che c Bur- 


Terms of Communion, imply no ſach thing, 
(r the is ed to by no other than 


=” Poyiſh Conclave.) All that the Chureh 


is, That her Terms and Articles are 


means, 
ꝛ0 be ſubmitted to, and the Expreſſions ſne 
has pitched upon are robe "ſed by thoſe that 


Will line in Communion wich her. 
No doubt, if her Articles and Terms were 


others than Zerms of * Union, or Articles of 
Peace, or were not le to the La. 


. zifinde of Seripture, ſne ſhonid then be guilty 


of that Freſumption of ferting up her ek as. 
Frdpe of Controverſies, as che 


| the Conſciences of Chiſtiunt as the Reſtr amer % 
Mens Judgment of Diſcerning, as the Impagner | 


of the Suffidiency and Perfection of Sxripture; 
and twould be ridiculous for Her, then, 00 
pretend to any of the Proteſtant Principles. 
— a ee ſhe 1 22 
8 is an 
1 to ie Dſe of her Expreſſions, and 
fo a compliance wich her Terms and Articles. 


Indeed." CC" BO 
heb, 


Combination of "Biſhops in 2 Nati 


have power ro make Kh Regulations at 8s” worſe; in this * than 2 


> 


that is exprefly 


nor the belief that. any Man's Interpretation, of bers, 


Hible ; whercas 


neceffary, that all things may may be done or- 
derly oraniformly, and decently in the Church 
of God, and chat a good Correſpondence and 
Unity may be preſerved amony Chriſtians : 
That therefore ſhe has the Right to . 
Matters of Diſcipline, to fertle rhe Point of 


| Ceremmies, and eftabliſh Terms of Union and 


Articles of Feace; ro which Regulations (if 
they be not ſinful, or contrary to any thing 
commanded. in Scripture, 

but may be complied with, with a god Con- 
ſcience, by all ſincere and conſidering Men, ) 
every one, that will not be guilty of ehe 

is bound to. ſubmic : And this is all the 


Church dot claim, and require of her Mem- 


andthar the Protef ant Principles allow. 
In fine, the Expr of che Charch 
admit of a ſufficient. Latitude, and that 
ought to ſatisfy us: And every Proteſtant 
uſes, by eſe wich whoſe 
.. e with whoſe Judgment they 
ſtent, in that generality whereof 
he are ſuſc "care | 
IV. The fourth Objęction is; That the 
Church-Terms of Communion, relating” to the 
Dactrine of the Trinity, are Schifmaticat. 
This is an Inference which the Unitarians 
draw from the two laſt Objections „ but if 
were miſtaken in the Tem er, then 
their Conſemence is alfo gro 
If ehe. C hurrhe Terme of Communion were 


contrary to the Latitade of Scripture, that 


is to ſay, if they could nor, wirhout Sin, be 
complied with; by thoſe Chriſtians chat 
keep to the Proteftant Principles, concerning 
the Sy ffriency and Perfectia of Scripture, &c. 

of then; indubicably,” char Society, which we 
N Church, were 2 company of 'Schiſ- 
mat. 

If rhe Church acted as if ſne was Aal. 
Hole, as if ſhe was to judge derifruely of Con- 
troverſies, as if ſne ptetended to en the 
Underſtandings and Conſciences of 
or elle -drive them away from her Commu- 
mon; as if ' ſhe had a Right Magiſterialiy to 
interpret. * obſcure Texte, and Magiftersally to 
the pofirrve belief of her Interpres ation, 
it were Divine Revelation it ſelf; we 
even. grant char rhe Church ſhould then de 


be taken and 


are very perniciots. - 


that they are ſuſceptible of; and then, 


Words that is poſſible. 


in as much as ſhe 
dic her own Principles; beſide t 
could by no means be excuſed from the guilt 


of impoſing Schi/matical Terms of Communion, 


tho otheriviſe never ſo Orthodox. But we 


have ſhewn the Church is free from all this. 


V. The fifth and laſt Objection is, That, 
In fine, the Expreſſions of the Church concerning 
the Trinity,and the Conjzquents of that Doctrine, 


To this I anſwer in general, that ir can- 
not poſſibly be fo, except the Expreſſions 
of the Church be not taken in the beſt ſenſe 
whoſe fault that is I leave to judge, tor, 
ſurely, Charity prompts every Chriſtian to 
put the beſt conſtruttion on Things and 


I am perſuaded this general Anſwer might 
ſuffice : Howbeit, for the further ſatiſ- 
faction of the Unitarjans, I am willing to 
take notice of the chief Difficulties which 
they org e upon this Subject. 
Iſt, The firſt pretended Inconvenience I 


ſhall conſider is this, That the Expreſſions'of ta | uf 
the Church ſeem to repreſent three diſtin&, Gods; preſſions is before all t 


as in this Saying of rhe Nicene Creed, God of 
God, Light of Light, &c. 555 

Now to this J anſwer, that it muſt be con- 
teſſed, this Expreſſion may be taken by the 
Vulgar in a very wrong meaning, if the 
Senſe of the Church. be not carefully at- 


tended unto. But if it be remembred that 


the Church aſſerts but one Divine Being, 


then *ewill be eaſy to diſcern that C of | 


God muft mean this: God, diſtinguiſhed by 
the Property of the Divine Wiſdom, rage to 
be ſo conſidered, by God, diſtinguiſhed by the 
Property of the Divine Intellect, the neceſſary 
Cauſe. of the Divine Wiſdom, And thus the 
Vulgar will eaſily avoid (which then if any 
do not it is their own fault) the Pagan Er- 


ror of imagining a Plurality of Geds, or Di- 


wine Beings, ſeeing we are not to under. 
ſand that Expreſfion as if we ſaid, @ God 
of 4 God, or 4 God begotten of angt her 
God, but the ſame Odd generated of the ſome 


God according to ſome diſtin. Properttes.,. 


way, upon the account. only. of. 


24h, Another prezended ill Conſequence ghas, #4ith, whole, and undefled, Gt. nor 


LY - (460) | ' 
. of Rome, (which lays im to Infallibility) is, That the Church anathematizing thoſe be 


s cla 
7 age Moy not that theſe unſcriptural Expreſſions 


ought to be uſed concerning God, Three Perſons, 
Trinity, God begotten, God f God, and the 
like, tho at the ſame time they firmly believe 
thoſe eſſential Properties of  Nivine Intelle&, 
Wijdom, and Love td be in God. Therefore the 
I ulgar, that is ta ſay, tis generality of Chri- 


Jiians, reckon them not to be.Chriſtiansg-0r 


acchum them as the worſt of Horeticke, % 


forbear the ufing the ſaid Expreſſions, And 
en the other hand, they revile, with the infa- 
mous appe lation of Hypocrites, . thoſe who dg 


intimate that they ſubmit to the uſe. of t hem, 
out of Chriſtian gar gs And ſa either 
EXPregfaons,y £4 

generality of Chriſtians are — 8 44 
moſt uncharitably, which is certainij mõre 
damnable than any Error that is conſiſtent 
with Charity, (for indubitably whatapjurg,j 
done to innocent Perſons, is as:if it mere dine 
ro -Chrift Himſelf ; and to oppreſs; Fhemthat 
hold all ſufficient Truth, is a&tually. to fight 
againſt God, than which there can be na greater 
evil in the World.) In a word, They are 
taught, that the uſe of one unſcriptural Exe 
refſums is before all things neceſſary 3. ang 
that to believe, that God (thrice, diſtinguiſhed 
according ta three diftin& Properties ought to 
be called Three Perſons, is the Catholick Faith, 

To all mis Lanier: ponmt ale 7 
. Firſt; Whereas it is ſaid in the Athanaſian 
Creed, . Thar the Catholick Faith is this, that 
we. wor hi ene God in Trinity, &c. it is to pe 
underſtood, as is obſeryed. by che late judi- 
cious Dr. Mall is, and other Commentators 


on this Creed, that this is part of the Cx- 


thalick Faith, or of the Faith of thoſe who 
call themſelves Catholick Chriſtians,  - .. * 

__. Secondly,. Whereas in the ſame Creed it 
is ſaid, Fhat it ix neceſſary, above all things to 
hold. that. Faith, by, .aboug all th 


« + * 


e lame Dr. Wallis obſerves, we muff only 
—— ſtand in the firſt place, be- eke Ax 
ticles which immediately, telate to God 
ought, in Creeds, to be ranked rt. 
... Thirdly, As for, the Damnatory Clauſes, 
That every one ſhall pexiſh everlaſtingly who 
doth not thus think of the Trinity, and keep 


* * - - 


only 


E423 


in his Dialogue concerning, the Com- 


Nl Dr Wallis, Dr. South, and Biſhop Pa- 
pariſon of che Doctrine of the Trinity and 


Tranſubſtant iat ion, but in general all Chriſtian 


Divines declare, that thoſe Clauſes ought to 
be underſtood with this Proviſo, When the 
ſaid Doctrine is propounded in 4 way of Credi- 
_ bility : CEven as when it is ſaid, Mark 16. 
16. That he that believeth not ſhall be damned; 


which is indubicably ro be underſtood wich 


the aforeſaid reſtriction) And then the 
Faith only is here intereſted, and not the 
particular manner of expreſſing it. We do 
not quarrel with thoſe that retain the Faith 
it ſelf, howſoever their Expreſſions: may 
vp . Otherwiſe vary fromours. 
{ * See the Quota- The Learned Caluin 
tion in Mr. Nye e ſaith *, © If any are ſo 
| Lerters , concern-, nice, that, after all, 
ing the Doctrine © they will not allow 
of ee 81 CR 27 ons, yet, 
P. a 9 nan E. do n t tney,. can, 

7 1 « they muſt confeſs that 


at 


< when we ſay One, we mean the Subſtance; 
< when we ſay Three, we intend that in the 
Divine Eſſence, or Subſtance, there 
*© three, Properties 5 which being, ſincerehy 
„acknowledged by any, we will nat liti- 
gate with them, Gr. The,; Damnatory 
Clauſes are thus to be taken according to 
this Charitable Conſtruction, to concern on- 
ly thoſe who deny chat there is Ong on Di- 
vine Being, and that in that Diyine Bei 
3 | 6 Properties, Intel lect, 
Wijaom and Love, . dini 
penſibly neceſſary, or wherein we place the 


eſſence ot Religion, is evidently ſhewn by 


the Learned Dr. Cudworth, in his incompa- 
rable Diſcourſe on. 1 John 2. 3 fl at 15, 
not in merę Speculation and Sy dem, but in 
the ſincere Lovezxand Fear f. God, 4 a 
che actuat PraRice of/ alf chat we can den 
to be Go d 

Laſtly, It is the Mens own fault, Who 
judge raſhly, and not the fault of the Church- 
Terms of Communion, if any account thoſe 
Hypocrites, who (believing that there is but 
one Divine Being that is poſſeſſed of the three 


* 


above-mentioned eſſential Properties) inti- 


are 


can help it? Thus a very 


ot any other Science. 


F _ ; 5 : 
> OR. >. 
1 4 8 * : F _ 


1 2 8 * 
= —_—_— « 
— - * > 


mate that they are heartily content, ſor the 
ſake of the Union of Chriſtians, to conde- 
ſcend to the uſe of the Expreſſions of the 
Church, tho they might think ic the better 
way, if Chriſtians were agreed to exprefs 
their Faith in the very cexms of Scriprure : 
That is no Hypocriſy, to conform to what 
after mature conſideration we are perſuaded 
we may la fully do. 83 
34ly, Another Evil pretended to be occaſi- 
oned by the Expreſſions of the Church is, That 
their Obſcurity, or Difficulty to be underſſosd, 
makes the generality of Chriſtins(who held em 
as Sacred) imagine they are neither in any mea- 
ſure comprebenſible, nor conſiſtent with Reaſon ; 
So that. they not only worſhip three Divine Per. 
ſons (and are fiercely zealous for theExpreſſions) 
without knowing what is meant thereby, but 
they believe that the Doctrine it ſelf is not to 
As 6:08 DIS Ie, and Fat all, oe 
Mgge/taons; of, Reaſon concerning it ought to be 
rejed 2 . or conſideration, 
and Reajon ought to be rail'd at as 4 falſe 
Light, and a Guide that ic by no means to be 
religd upon ;, ſo, that if it, be rhe aim of the 
"Eneny, of Mankind to nuke Men unreaſonable, 
that end is thereby attained. .  * 
Non my Anſwer i, That in all his the 
Offence is not given bur taken; and if Men 
will cake things by the wrong Handle, who 
eee bon A | 
made of the beſt things; but it is certain]: 
the fault of them that do ſo o. y 
When we ſay the Trinity is a Myſtery, tis 
Particularly, becauſe Father, Son and Spirit, 
are not here underſtood in the vulgar and 
ordinary ſenſe; as neither is the term Per- 
og, &c. The ſenſe in which theſe Ex- 
preſſions are to be taken, ſo far as they arc 
capable of being comprehended, is obvious 
to any ↄrdinarj Capacity, uſing ſuch heed as 
is requited to the underſtanding the Myſte:» 


Howbeit, certainly there is here nothin 

that is inconſiſtent wich the cleareſt Reaſon - 
And tho fault may juſtly be found with the 
1/1 uſe, or no uſe, that ſome Men make of 
their Reaſon, yer there can be no occaſion 
to revile the Faculty it ſelf. Reaſon is the 
Light and Law of God as well as Revelation. 


1 : N WET 


10 bor any thing witÞut Reaſon, is to act 
lite Bruten. Thoſe that worſhip they knw 
not whit, are guilty of the groſſeft Error of 


Samaritaniſm, or Heatheniſm. . Thoſe rhere- 


fore that would diſcourage Men from ingui- 
ring into the Doctrine of the Trinity, or 
from making ufe of theit Reaſn to diſcern 
what is meant thereby, as the Object of 


their Worſhip, fo far introduce Paganiſm 
among Chriſtians, and rempr Men to ſuſpect 


that che Doctrines of Chriſtianity are irra- 
tional. f 

But then, things being right rake na 
conſidered, "the Unitarians 1 
come Trinitarians, having pl 800 on n 
divide, except it be from: cg who' Non 
make the Church's Expreſſions ro have no 
ſenſe, and to be capable of none: But this, 
(chat the faid Ex preſſions are not to be 
ſenſed) as we have ſeen, Is not the Church's 
meaning. All the Fathers 05 we hold every 


Chriſtian is to do for himfelt) hàve explained T 


and Madl ration, the 


the Trinity, as far as it ma) be explained, 
according to their Conceptions of ir: An 
it is from them, and St. Auſtin in particnlar, 
{as was obſerved) we have taken our EN 
plication, thereof. 
her pretended cone wat 7 
That this particular way of e pre Bs 'thy 
eſſential Properties of God, 0 ons. Chriſtian's 
ſo much, that they nezle## the Conf 17 21 
the uncontroverted Duties of Coal Is, 77 8515 
habitual © 


whereof Is, certainly, hen nec 


and the plain Directions of the NE el, 


40 reform Mens Tempers, and to quali 


for the State of Heaven; fo that Chriſtians, 


buſying themſelves chie ﬀy with "Controverfie & 


and Diſputes, let go the opportunity of workin 


out their Salvation, whereas if they would be 


content with the very Expreſſions f le ant 


male theſe their conſtant Meditat 


/ 


would ſoon become Saints, and the Ki w; Figs of 
God, whereof the World has judged it felf un- 
worthy, would not be far from us. 

Ianſuer; The Senſe of che Expreſſions 
of the Church, if it be nor miſtaken, 1s nor 
ſubject to this Inconvenience ; for, being 
truly repreſented, it can give no occaſion 
to any Diſputes : And ſeeing in | ROW lictle 


time it may be fully ed 5 it keives- 


fifictent room for the buſineſs of Santti- 
fut ion. We expreſly declare againſt Di/þu- 
ting, and only hold it requiſite to uſe ſuch 
Expreſſions as are eſtabliſned by the Church: 
and are agreeable to che generality of Scrip- 
ture, and to profeſs them in that ſenſe, - 


5thiy, Another pretrended il conſequent 


is, That thereby the Motives to Holineſs are 
extremely weakened, if not diſannulled;- in as 
much as the Example of Chriſt,” if the _— 


dit literally all-in him, and actually render 


it 5mpoſſible for him to fall, is not to be we 
to the imitut ion bf poor Mort als,” ' who have nc 


fuch irrefi/tible” Aſtance : Beſides. the Sd. 


 Fifuftivn of God 10 Himſelf, for all Sins that 


are or ſhall ever be committed, ſeems to make 


it impoſſible for G0 to puniſh at all, after 
that,” any Sinner, ſeeing eue r has been 


1 accounted jor.” 
catifiver ;; No doubt ion had his 


tions nd Pfials, whereupon he re- 


celveftheRewWKdbPfree Obedience. How- 


ry, Whether ir was ever poſſi- 
15 i * Man, 
Tious'th; for ſtill his Example, 
if we Hite 1500 4 [Ati fafivien® te enable 
us to folfolv it? 


as well 4 that of „ Mu. 5. 255 & 48. 


Luce 6. 38, c. All then chat is to be 


böngdefed i is, Whether, when we are come 
et a ſtase oſ Reaſon and Conſideration, when 
are capable of Religion, and may make 
of the of Grace, we are then in 


A, capacity to follow thek kan ample of Chriſt, - 


in che inſtances in which is 3 to 
? 9. 
the Divine Afſtftance, that is 
to thpfe who do what they 


Ag as It WôU—²be for 1 Phyfteian to bid 
Me his Pftieftt, tliat had the Gout violently in 
both His Feer, to Walk abort the Room like 
a Man in health and ſtren 
enabled to follow Chfiſt feſus, the Captain 
of our Salvation, we may very reaſonably 
be exhorted ſo to do, tho we be not fo 
perfect; nay, upon that very account that 
we are not ſo good as he. Even as it might 


er wanting 
can on their 


rationally be faid to a — of raw 
Soldiers, 
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to fall, is more cu- 


If ve were not in ſuch a ee with 


were as abſurd to bid us do as Chriſt 


ch: But if we are 


a; 


< Fr S a Bris xxx , 3 , 125 4 : 
S_— . aa 


8; 
. 


Soldiers, See the General himſelf” going to the 
5c at the Head of you ;, ſurely then you 
4770 thw him, if there be 1525 e heart 
in 545 5 
As for the Doctrine of che Sani fab, 
inſtead of being an hinderance to Vertue, it 
is it felf the greateſt Motive poſſible to lo- 
linefs ; feeing that, thro Chriſt Sacrifice 
for the Redemption of 'Mankind, the Di- 
vine Goodnefs farisfied the Divine Mind on 
no leſs a Condition than this, That we 
ſnould actually, on our part, break off the 


habit of all our Sins, and contract the habit 


of all Chriſtian Graces, and, chen on, 
ſhould be admitted ro Heaven, 
655, Another pretended Inconvenience 
is, Thi the Expreſſinc of the Church are apt” 
to give to the vulgar, ſtrange, unworthy 'and' 
abſolutely falſe Notions of the Deity © 4s if 
what is not God could be made God, (as when 


it is ſaid in the Athanaſian Creed, that the 


. Manhood was taken into G or as if the 
Deity (uffered when Chrift ſuffered,-'even ac 
the reaſonable Soul actually ſu wreth the pain 
when the Fleſh is hurt, (. for fo it is ſaid in 
the Creed of Athanafius, as the reaſonable 
Soul and Fle oh ts one Man, ſo God and Man is 
one Chrift, who ſuffered for our Salvation &c.) 
Or as if God could ceaſe to be God, and could 
become a Man, or was ſubje# to Motion as 
Bodies are, and could be ſaid to come from one 
place to another, at it is in the Nicene Creed, 

Who came down from Heaven, and 1 was made 
Man, &c. _ 

I anfiver ; - Thefe Expreſſions are to be 
explained to the Vulgar, even as many figu- 
rative Expreſſions that frequently occur in 
= re; as 2 5 15 repreſented as 

ein angry, or as havi s and ne 
and the like. h x 
As for the Phraſe of God his coming 

from one place ro another, there is nothing 
more common in Scripture. It is certain 
God is every where preſent, but he may 
be ſaid to be more particularly preſent,where 
he acts in a more particular manner; as he 
doth in Heaven, and as he did and doth in 
the Humanity of Chriſt. 

Now whereas it is ſaid in the Nicens 
Creed, That God became Man, no more is 


F508 8 1 1 5 
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meant but that the Second perſon of the. 
Trinity was Incarnate, and dwelled or ma- 
nifeſted ir ſelf in the Man Chriſt Jefus, af- 
ter a moſt intimate manner, and with a de- 
ſign to do ſo conſtantly. Neither is any 
more intended, when it is ſaid, that — | 
Manhood was taken into God. 

And as for making God paſſible, whatever 
the Expreſſions are, it is certain the Church 
never believed that God could fuffer. The 
Incarnation, or Union of the Deity with 
Chriſt, is not to be extended to that; God 
forbid that any Din ſhould © ever have 
any ſuch thoughts. | 
that Union, God communicates him- 
ſelf ro Chriſt as much as che Humanity 1s 

capable, and as much as is neceſſary, and 
no' more : For notwithſtanding — ſaid 
Union, Chriſt, as Man, knew not the time 
when the Day of Judgment ſha}l be; and 
'ris as Man only that he ſuffered. | 

7550, The laſt pretended Inconvenience 
I ſhall rake notice of is this, That the Ex- 
preſſions of the Church ſo far Deify the Huma- 
nity of Chriſt, as to ſuppyſe bim to be every 
where preſent, able to bear the Petitions of all 
Men, and conſequently capable of Divine Mor- 
ſhip : For ſo it is in the Litany, o Son af 
David, have mercy upon us ; altho it caniot 
ſurely be denied, it would be ſufficient; and- 
much more ſafe, to invobe God only, Prote- 
ftants even holding the Worſhip of holy Angels 
to be no leſs than Tdaolatry. To chis Lanſwer, 

Firſt, Tho Chriſt be called upon, in the 
Litany, by one of choſe Appellations which 


are proper to the Human Nature, yet, no 


doubt, the Worſhip is then ultimately ter- 
minated to God, dwelling with and in 
Chriſt : As it is in Philippians 2. 9, &c. God 
has highly exalted him, that at the Name of 
Feſus every knee ſhould bow, and that every 
tongue ſhould confeſs, that Feſus Chriſt is 1 
to the Glory of God the Father. 
Seconly, Tho the Man Chriſt Jefus be 
nor worſhipped wich Divine or Supreme 
Worſhip, as I ſhall by and by explain it, 
yet certainly He may be invoked as the Me- 
diator of the New Covenant: And we have 
ſifficient warrant for ſo doing, ſeeing al 
Power is given him in Heaven and mm 
C 2 : 
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and we are aſſured, that where two or three 
are aſjembled in his Name, He is there (ſome 
way, or by ſome means or other) prejent in 
be midſt of them, and ſo is infallibly ac- 


cuainted with their Addreſſes. 4 
Theſe two Conſiderations evidently: clear 


Proteſtants from the imputation of 1d9latyy : 
For Holatry conſiſts either in giving Divine 
Worſhip to other Beings beſides God, or in: 
paying ſome inferior Religious Worſhip to any 
Creature without Warrant from Gt. 


As to the firft of thele; Thoſe were 


| guilty of that kind of Idhlatry who believed 


more Gods than one, tho perhaps holding 
one of them in ſome reſpects ſuperior to all 
the reſt : As thoſe that adored the Hoſt of 
Heaven might think che Sun the. greateſt 
God, and yet pay Divine Worſhip, to the 
Moon and Stars; eſteeming them true and 
eternal Gods, tho leſſer Deities. But Pro- 
teſtants believe that there is but one Divine 
Being, and conſequently that Divine Ado- 
* to be given to no other but that 
ene Go. 2 e 


As to the Second kind of Idolatry, it is 


that whereof Proteſtants accuſe the Roman 
Catholicks, for their worſhipping of Angels 


and departcd Saints. . 


For tis certain, it is not properly a Di- 


tine Worſhip which Roman Gatholicks pay 
ro Saints and Angels, for they hold not them 
to be Gods; it is only therefore ſuch a Re- 
ligious Worſhip, (for fo it might be termed, 
by reaſon of its relation to Religion, if we 
rere directed to come to God thro the Me- 
diation of Angels and Saints) as theſe glo- 
rifed Beings might be capable of, if God 
had conſtituted them Mediators. betwixt 
Him and Men, and had ordered us to re- 
verence and honour them as ſuch ; for in- 
dubirably, God might enlarge their Fa- 


culties fo, as that by His Grace they might 


know all the Affairs that are tranſacted in 


this point of Earth. 


Which ſhould not hinder, but that ir is 
God alone who ſearches the hearts, and i 


able certainly to diſcern the ſecrets of the 


Soul ; for if the hearts of Men were laid 
open to Saints and Angels, it ſhould be 
bro the Power of God. | . 


— 
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Neither therefore ſhould that contradict 

our Saviour's Aſſertion, That God alone is 
to be worſhipped; for chen the worſhip- 
ping of them as Mediators were not an 5 
ſolute, but a relative Worſhip, actually ter- 
minated to God, as being agreeable to the 


Divine Diſpoſition of Things, and the ex- 


preſs Order and Appointment of God Him- 
ſelt; and that Mediatory Worſhip were but 
a Religious, as was ſaid, but could not pro- 


perly be termed a Divine Worſhip: for- God's. 


Appointments and Orders are always ſuitable. 
to che Nature of Things, ſo that He could 
never require of us to worſhip Angels and 
Saints as if they were Gods themſelves, bur. 
only as repreſenting God to us, and being 
the Mediators berwixt God and us, if it had: 
pleaſed God to honour them with that high. 
Dignity, to. which He has exalted our Lord 
““ · I NG 4 
All the fault therefore that is found in 
the Roman Catholicks religious worſhipping 
of Saints and Angels, is that we do not ſee. 
that God has commanded us ſo to worſhip, 
them, or made them Mediators betwixt Him 
and us, and enabled them as ſuch to receive. 
our Addrefles, to preſent them to God, and 
to confer thoſe Graces upon us which God 
grants to penitent Sinners, upon the Inter- 
ceſſion of him He has thought fit to con- 
ſtitute our. Mediator. F 
Thus it is evident, that rho Proteſtants 
impugn the Practice of Roman Cat hol ichs 
in worſhipping of Angels and departed 
Saints, yet Idolatry cannot juſtly be. impu- 
ted to Proteſtants for the Worſhip and Re- 
verence. which. they pay to the Man Chriſt 
Zeſus,,and that they cannot truly be accuſed 
of Deifying the Humanity of Chriſt, (tho yet 
Chrift, as Man, may be termed God in the. 
ſenſe in which that Title is attributed. to 
Kings in H. Scripture, who are there alſo 
ſometimes called the Sons of God, inaſmuch 
as being inveſted with Glory and. Power, they 
in ſome meaſure reſemble the Divine Ma- 
%%ꝑ ̃ ̃ ! 
Thirdly, It is particularly to be remarked, 
that the Humanity of Chriſt is not worſhip. 
ped and held as it (by a Tranſubſtantiation) 
it were God Himſelf, but as being inti⸗ 
„ : mately 


* 
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Chriſt Jeſus; makes therefore one Perſon with 
kim; {o that chat Perſon being Cod and Man, 


by what Appellation it be addrefled unto, 


it is conſidered as a Perſon that is God as 
well as Man, tho the two Natures be ſtill 
diſtin, and the Divinity be not the Huma- 
nity, nor the Humanity the Divinity, 


_ Thus a Man is both Soul and Body, and 


as ſuch makes bur one Perſon, and that Per- 
fin may be addreſt unto by Appellations 
peculiar to either of theſe Natures; as it. we 
called a Man the moſt Eloquent, or the 
fuireſt of Human Race; and yet we know 
the Soul and Body continue very dIſtinct, fo 
that the one is not the other, the Body cannot 
be ſaid to be Eloquent, nor the Soul to be 
Viſible, but the Perſon, which conſiſls of 
Soul and Body, may be both: then, tho we 
may addreſs. our ſelves to that Perſon in 
theſe Terms, O thou the faireſt of all Man- 


kind, or the like Appellarions, which de- 
note ſuch Properties as are peculiar to 


the Body, yet tis certain it is the ind of 
Man properly that is ſpoken to, and that is 
capable of underſtanding; ſo that whenſo- 
ever we thus addreſs our ſelves to a Man, 
our Addreſſes ſtill terminate to that Nature 
which is Spiritual, for we cannot properly 
be ſaid to ſpeak to Matter, yet we ſpeak to 
that Perſon winch is both Matter and Spirit, 


altho the ſaid Perſon hears and underſtands 


as it is Spirit, and not as it is Matter. 


In like manner, the Perſon God-Man is 
aid to be, and certainly is the Son of David; 


and may be addreſſed unto by that Appel- 


lation, withour confounding the Human with 


the Diuine Nature, or meaning that David 
is the Father of the Godhead, or of the Per- 
fon God- Man as to his Divine Nature; and 
yet without directing properly our Ad- 


dreſſes to the Humanity of Chriſt, but to 


that Per ſon that is both the Son of G and 
the Man Chrift Feſus, the Word or Wiſdom, 


that is the eternal Son of God, conſtantly 


and moſt extraord inarily dwelling and acting 
in the Man Chriſt Jeſs, even as the Unita- 
ran. chemſelves do acknowledge. 


mately United with the Second Perſon of 
the Trinity, Which conſtantly and moſt ex- 
traordinarily dwelling and a&ing in the Man 


Ti then evident that the Controverſies, 


which the Unitarians have raiſed againſt the 


Orthodox, are for the moſt part Diſputes of 
r 1 ax the 
Expreſ the Church, yer approve 
of the Senſe which the ſaid Expreſſions are 
ſuſceptible of. They: may. then ſurely, if 
they pleaſe to conſider it, reconcile them-- 
ſelves to the Church, ſeeing in order to that 
no more is required than to condeſcend to 
the uſe of ſuch Expreſſions, as inconteſta- 


bly they may lawfully uſe, how unconth ſo- 


ever they may otherwiſe eſteem them. 
. To conclude this Diſcourſe, I would once 
more remind the Unitarians,” that the 


Church's 7 being conſiſtent with ke 


Latitude Scripture, therefore, if any-_ 
thing ought to be done for the ſake of 
Union, and to avoid Schiſn, ſuch 2 
ſions ought indubitably to be ſubmitted 
Unto. ; 1 8 05 15 | a a 
Indeed, if we had to do with a Tyrannical 
Church, or a Magiſterial Society, chat pre- 
tended ro be Fudge of Controverſies, and op- 
preſſed the Liberties. and. Conſciences of 
Chriſtians, taking away from its Members 
the Judgment of Diſcerning, ſetting up Ar- 
ticles of Communion that were inconſiſtent 
with the Proteſtant Principles, or requiring, 
any more than the uſe of ſuch Expreſſions 
as are agreeable to che Generality of Scrip- 
ture, not only determining the Doctrine of. 
the Trinity, and the Manner of the Ic. 
nation, and the like, further than they are 
determined in the expreſs Words of Serip- 
ture, or in the general Terms. of the Church 
England, hut alſo going, about to impoſe 
ſuch Determinations and. Magiſterial Inter- 
pretations; it would infallibly.be the Duty 
of all thoſe that take Scripture for their Rule, 
to ſeparate from and rejed ſuch an Aati- . 
chriſtian and Sobiſinatical Church: But if 
gur Church. Terms af Communion are colt. 
ſiſtent with the. Principles of Proteſtants, (as 
I hope it appears they are) choſe who. pro- 
feſs to follo the -Proteſtans. Principles are 
inexcuſable if they dι,ε And ſurely, in 
a Matter fo difficult as this, the Safeſt is ro - 
keep to ſuch Expreſſions, as are agreeable - | 
to che generality. of Scripture. © | * JF 


A and aſſerts that in Him dwells the 
eſs of the Godhead, all the Treaſures of 
Wiſdom and „ being hid in Chriſt, 


and God being in iſt reconciling the 
World unto Himſelf. Accordingly the Ex- 
preſſions of the Church import, that in this 


Perſon, 0 .our Saviour the Divinity and Hu- 
n are e and boch Natures con. 
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The Scripture calls our Saviour the Wiſdom 


cur together to work the Re ption 'of 
Mankind. Now who that receives the 
Scriptures” can reject theſe Aſſertions, and 
fay that the Reronciler, x woke, Saviour of 
the World, is not God (diſtinguiſhed by the 
Property of Reflex Wiſdom, which parti- 
cularly repreſents | the Deity as both Good 
and Juſt) and Man, even the Man N was 
born of ay Blefled Virgin ? * 


The Reſolution of he chief Difficulties concerning the 


VAL. It 


him to conſider in God, firſt, 
The Divine Mind; then its Off- 
— ſpring, the Divine Wiſdom; and, 

«in 1 the Divine Power, whereby He 

puts His Decrees in execution. Calvin. 
Inft. (Genev. 1 569.) Lib. 1. Cap. 13. Sect. 18. 

The chief Difficulties concerning the Do- 
Arine of the Trinity, are, 1ſt, That the No- 
tion of Three Perſons in the Deity is incon- 
fiſtent with the Unity of God; 2dly, That 
that Notion is not implied in any Text of 
Seripture, : 

I. The firſt Difficulty i is, That the Notion 
of Three Perſons im the Deity, is inconſiſtent 
with the Unity of God. © 


Now the Occafion of this Miſtake is, That 


chaſe that make this Objection, fallly ſup- 
poſe that when we ſay there are Three Per- 
fons in God, we then underſtand by Perſon 
what that word vulgarly ſignifies; whereas 
it is certain, and we freely own, that ac- 
cording to the vulgar ſignification thereof, 
there is and can be but One Perſon in God, as 
is obſerved by the Judicious and Learned 
Author of the Conſiderations concerning the 
Trinity, P. 31. and by the Reverend Dr. Sher- 
bk, in his Book of the diftinftion between 
Real and Nominal Trinitarians, &c. P. 68. 
Ey  Peyfon, according ro the preſent vul- 
zar ſenſe of the word, is underſtood an in- 
aixidual intelligent Being : Now we grant 


we) Man nsReaſon N leads 
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three Beings, 1 of the Divine per- 
fection, would be three Gods, as three Beings 
poſſeſſed of the Angelical Nature are three 
Angels, and in the fame manner three Be- 
ings pofleſſed of the Human Nature are three 
Men. 

Then, as Dr. Wallis remarks in his 3d 
Letter, P. 62 & 64. That which — 
& the Orthodox Expreſſions ſeem harſh to 


the Socinians, is, becauſe they have uſed 


<« themſelves to fancy that Notion only of 


the word Perſon, according to which 


cc three Men are accounted to be three Per- 
2 ſons, and theſe three Perſons to be three 
% Men. 

C But they may conſider there is another 
4 Notion of the word Perſon, and in com- 
«© mon uſe too, wherein the ſame Man ma 
«© beſaid to ſuſtain divers Perſons, and coſe 


«© Perſons to be the ſame Man; that is, the 


% ſame Man ſuſtaining divers Capacities. 
And then it will ſeem no more harſh to 
<« fay, the three Perſons, Father, Son, and 
« Holy Ghoſt, are one God; than to ſay, 
4 God the Creator, God the Redeemer 
c and God the Sanctifier, is one God, which 
% I ſuppoſe would not ſeem harſh, or be 
thought Nonſenſe. 

According to this Second Explication of 


the word Perſon, (which was originally the 


true and proper ſenſe thereof, tho it be not 


* W 6 and vulgar iy fo uſed in 3 


dern 


not an intelligent Being purely under the 
Notion of a Being, but with the annexed 


- Idea of ſome: particular Quality or Property, 


— other Diſtinct ian : Tt implies an intelligent 
eing, not | confidered as a diftine or diverſe 

— but ar diſtinguiſped, or to be diſtin- 

guiſbed, either from it ſelf or others, by'x 


certain Manner of exiſting or ating, 


In this ſenſe the word Perſon is taken in 
Scripture, as well as in Claſſick Authors, as 
likewiſe in the Writings of the Fathers. 
And that the Church underſtands it — 


when applied to the Trinity, is evident, in 


as much as the Church has condemned the 


Tritbeiſtical Notion of Three Divine Beings 


or Spirits, and aſſerts but One Divine Spirit, 


or One Being in God. 


It remains then only to:cohfider, Whe- 


ther there are in rhe One Divine Being, or 


God, Three ſuch Perſons as the Church 
reaches ; and upon what account the one 
_ be called the Fat her, the ſecond the 
San, and the third may be ſaid to PR 
from the two former? *. 
A Divine Perſon, in che ſenſe of the 


Church, is che Divine Nature, or God, 


particul arly confidered with, or ee 
by. ſome one eſſential Property. We 
As Biſhop Stillingfleet has it, in the Pre- 


face of his Diſcourſe in Vindication of the 


Doctrine of the Trinity, P. 13 &14. “ The 
Fathers utterly diſowned 'Sxbellizniſm, 
and yet afſerred; That the ſeveral! Hy- 
© poſtaſes <onfiſted>of peculiat Properties 
in one and rhedame Divine Subſtance- 
And as it is in the Conſi derations coneerning 
the Trinity, P. 3a. When we name God 
“the Father, we conceive the Idea of God 


© fofar as we ate capable of conceiving it, 


as acting fo. and ſo, under ſuch Reſpedts 
and Related And when we name God 
the Son, 'weconceive nothing elſe but tlie 
fame Idea of God over again under diffe- 


rent Relations; and 500 WO of. the 


«Holy Gbeſt. 

Theſe Expreſſions, - Father, Vom and 
Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons in the 1 we 
firſt begetting, the ſecond generated, and 
third proceeding from the two n ncan 
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dern and Living Languages) Perſon denotes 


chen, Thar Gid being conſidered Wich 

ſome eſſential Property, which in the 
Ns — appears the firſt in the order of 
Nature, thereby cæiſeth Himſelf to be 


«© confidered i in the next place with another 
property which oweth its Origin to the 


former; „ 
<< theſe rwo ſeveral ways as diſtinctly exift- 


4 ing with reſpect to each of the aforeſaid 


* Propertics, it is then in fine neceſſary that 
e ſhould alſo be further conſidered to- 
* gether with a third Property which flow- 
eth from the two firſt, 
Here then the Difficulty only i is, Whether | 
there are in God: three ſuch Properties, ac- 
cording to which He may be conſidered, in 
Himſelf, as Begetting, Cena and Pro- 
ceeding ii 
Nor thar ſach Properties are b 
the Perſons, but a Divine Perſon is the Di- 


vine E particularly conſidered with, 
and di inguzfbed by an eſſential Property e 


So that the Properties, in themſelves, are 
the Per/onalties '; but, confidered together 
with the Divine Being, are the Perſons. 
Now therefore, if 4 Property in the Di- 
vine Eſſence. may, together with che Divine 


Eſſence, be conſidered as cauſing or produ- 


eing another Froperty in the ſaid Eſſente; and 
at, in the ſame Being, from two ſuch Pro perties 
a third may, in, like manner, be conſidered as 
flowing, or following in the laſt pluce, pa 
cording to the order of Nature; then we have 


certainly what the Church n — the 


Diuine Perſons, Father, Son, and. Hixit 
proccedint from chem both. 15 

And will any ſay, that the Divine Nature 
cannot de thus diſtinguiſbed 2 Surely Gad 
may be conſidered as acting or exiſting aę- 
cording to His eſſential Properties; and in 
three ſuch Manners of exiſting, dhe whole 
Idea of the Deny: is compriſed :; 


„ The Property, which, accerding to che 


Order of Nature obtains theifinft rank in 
« che coſideration of the Deity, is infinite 
« and perfect V tallięgence: Except that be 


e rt ſuppoſed, nothing elle can be con- 


{ceived to be in God ; but it ib evident, 
« from hence flows vhatſoever elſe 


“ to che Divine Nature. God then 
18 dend ry 


ce dered as an eternal, ſelf-exiſting, ſelf- 
<« living and all- perfect IntelleF, is the Fa- 
tc ther, or firſt Perſon in the Trinity. 

c Now it is the Nature of a Perfect In- 


“ felligence, or Underſtanding, to reflett : 
“ and by this reffexion of the Intellect is 


ce produced a Wiſdom commenſurate to the 


c Underſtanding from whence it is derived 


& and fo this Wiſdom manifeſtly is the Off- 
“ ſpring of the Mind. (This all- perfect 
« Wiſdom implies the Divine Goodneſs and 
. * 7uftice, as they are, in the Divine Nature, 
* Diſpoſitions to act; for then, the) are 
ce no other but the Divine Wiſdom it 1elf.) 
& God particularly conſidered with this God- 
© like Property, is called the Son, and the 
c Second Perſon. - | 

in ine, VI 
<« perties naturally produce the Divine i 
c“ or Love, by which God loves his infinite 
cc perfections, and for their ſake, and upon 
ce their account, doth whatſoever elſe Ee 
* doth ; for God doth whatſoever He wil. 
„ leth. And the Divine Eſſence conſidered 


* with chis Property, is the Spirit, and 


« Third Perſon, © 3 
This is the Senſe that the Church's Ex- 
preſſions are ſuſceptible 
* Thus they are of *; that 15 expreſly 
ba rnb ex- St. Auſtin's Explication, 


plained by the Re- which doth not differ 


formedChurches a- from that of the gene- 
broad. See the rality of the Fathers. 


Confeſſion of Faith And theſe things, if 


of the Proteſtant Men will apprehend 


Gallican Church, them, need but to be 


Art. 6. and Cal- barely repreſented, to 


vin's Catechiſm , demonſtrate, that they 


Sunday 3d, c.] are efſentially in God, 
| e that they do not import 
more than One Divine Being, and that they 
compleat the Notion of the Divine Nature, 
ſo that there can be no other eſſential Pro- 
perties in the Godhead, or other Perſons in 
one Divine Eſſence, all that is in God being 
evidently reducible to theſe three. But, 
II. The Second Difficulty is, That the 
Not ion of Three Perſons in the Deity is not im- 
plied in any Texts of Scripture, Ianſwer, 
Firſt, Suppoſe the Trinity be not men- 
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the two aforeſaid Divine Pro- 


rioned in any Text: What chen? If what 
the Church has defined concerning it be 


evidently certain, is not that ſufficient, altho 


the Scripture were altogether filenc in the 


Matter? Is there need of any Scripture- 


Proof, to evince what is undeniably evident 
without. ĩt? That is authoriſed by Scripture 
that is manifeſtly grounded upon Right 


Reaſon; for Scripture owns Right Reaſon 
for rhe. Teſtimony of God, as well as any 
other Revelation. But, | 2 


Secondly, The Thing it ſelt is actually in 


Scripture, tho the Name be nor in it, 1 
grant that in Scripture we do not find the 
following Expreſſions, God the Son, God the 
Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons, Trinity, and the 
like; but what the Church calls Trinity, 


Three Perſons, God the Son, God the Holy 


Ghoſt, is certainly in Scripture | 

In the 24th Verſe of the 4th Chapter of 
St. John, God is faid to be a Spiritual or In- 
telligent Being. He may then be conſider- 
ed as ſuch; and as ſuch He is God the Fa- 
ther, and what is meant by the Firſt Perſon, 
that being che firſt in the Order of Nature, 
as has been faid. | 


In the 27th Verſe of the 16th Chapter 
of the Romans, God is repreſented as the 


Fountain of all Wiſdom ; conſidered as ſuch, 


He is the Second Perſon, or God the Son; 


In the. 8th Verſe of the 4th Chapter of 
the Firſt Epiſtle of St. John, the Apoſtle 
exprelly ſays that God 7s Love ; which is 
che Notion of the Holy Gboſt, or Third Per- 
ſon. Here then are the Three Perſons, and 
conſequently what is meant by the word 


Trinity, 


In the gth Verſe of the 2d Chapter of 
the Coloſhans, it is ſaid that in Chriſt dwel- 
leth all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily ; 
which is what is meant by the Incarnation. 

And that it is the Deity, particularly 


conſidered by the diſtinct Property of the 


Divine Wiſdom, which is manifeſted in 
Chriſt Feſus, is intimated in the 3d Verſe 
of che 24 Chapter of the Coloſſians, and 
in the 1oth Verſe of the 3d Chapter of the 


Epheſians, in theſe words, In Chriſt are hid 
all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
to the intent now might be known the manifold 


Wiſdom of God. Suppo- 


_ 


8 theſe to be the only Texts 
that are any way proper to be accommo- 


dated to, or oo ittuſtrate che Doctrines 
the Incarnation and 7. rinity, uy 3 4 


dantly ſuffice. 2 


Now tho what has been Lid is grounded | 


upon Scripture as well as Reaſon, and is 
likewiſe agreeable to the general Aſſer- 
tions: of the Fathers concerning theſe 1 85 


ters, yet ſome will be apt to object t 
ſome Fathers, who follow the Notions of 


Philo the ew, or of Plato, underſtand 
more by the Trinity than what has been 


particularized. To this it muſt be an- 


ſrered, Fonts is no F the 
Trinity. implies more s been ex- 
preſſed; for, after all, no Man pretends 
that God and the Myſteries of Religion are 


fully comprehenſible. - What we have faid is 


all that we cartamly. num, and is ſufficient 
ro ſnew that e worſhip not we we Wem ing 
what ʒ it is certain neirher Regſin vor Scrip 
ture diſdover to us more than we have 
concerning this Subject. And as e 
which is not made known, that does. not 
concern us. As the Learned A Author of 55 
Conſiderations concerning the Trinity (P. 14.) 

obſerves to, this purpoſe, We, can believe 2 
thing no fatthts then we We aunderſland th Terms 
in which it 4s propoſed. to u. But as ſor the 
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of Se or of an 
Bellarmiin 1 


Faith, nor the Rulè of our * no 


more than the particular Explication ß 


th er Learned 
: AS Foods, (T. 2. 
Boa 88.) The Writings of the Fathers are not 
tbe Rule of Chriſtianity, neither -are we ab- 
ſolutely bound to ſubmit our Fuagments to 
theirs, In a word, the Terms and Ex- 
preffions of the Church admit of a fuffi- 
cient Latitude, ànd clat büght 
us: Every Proteſtant muſt . yy 


they be taken and uſed by thoſe? wich 
whoſe Judgment they are coafiſtent, in that 
generality "whereof © 8 


for Proteſtants pretend dads 
of Controverſies, but — ncy 
of Fly Scripture wherefore their Term 
of Communion muſt be granted to be of 10 
other Nature than the Expreſſtons of Scrig- 
ture, which properly is the: the ene Pra- 
2 ; ae eee be accountable 
whether he carefully-fludy' in; ö 
wie andł fineerely adheres thetero. «> 
20 Tall edge it ble ode — 
ev f cc. 
2 1 0. uſe The foundation of ine Doctrine 


cc Can 
e cd er 


4 


5 3 
arbitrary Conceits of any Jews A '© jn ch 
theſe ht be e b | 
oug not to d of our Ol 1 
1 4 4 1 2 f Fu | © 4 
% A q % * _ 4 ” 22> 
* : * ' y * þ 7 2 * . * 4 % 4 
* as is af P ö * n 
"1 | 7} A ' 
6 4 8 * 7 * Y 188 #35 * 5 #4 — — 7 
Py is * "LY 1 28 3 5 £ : . 8 4 * 4 » 
3 » ; I ” *.2 - — 0 ey 14 it *E£ ' * % 
44 © g : 6 : * 144 * 17 I - Es > OO, #- aa} 
£ — 524 OY 37 7 20 Jain 7 * — — +4 1 
* > 2 Frogs ' 4 * 8 9 8 % 1 3 75 3 
; #41 42 8 _ 24'S — ah wy ef 2 Fa? SETL 
l py 4 E 4 R ry 1 1 
. 5 EO” "'Y 5 
a Firs 14 - 
* * 2 42 9 
2 * ws * 
- 3 2 l > 7 ** 
' - S E#-5 
*% © &V- P x 73 QC 3 >. * 
en 1 . 2 
2 12 0 - 4 2 4 1 K a 
* + * * 5 8. : * $ 2 * 
* . 4 : TEN > 4 8 Ts 
Fi k * 8 1 — * 93 2 
1 3 " 7 iy 751 1538 = 4 [ * R &s 418 — M* i > 
2 * A A o 1 — * 
TP a 8 2 4 Th 
£ *. Tc 2 S wh EY Var . — 72 7 2 * 
een ee | „ mx; > - g 
1 . e KISS Th ” _ — * 
* 5 5 * > the . 
* 1 : = #--# 323 9 5 * E 14 3! br 2 ; VN * 5 
- SD ; . * * 1 b 1 " 4 | 
" N 1 „ Ke 
& * 
4 
: 5 
. 2 
; f 
| 3 
f 8 . * 


T will: be neceſſay briefly to ob- 
ſerve, What. are the Script ure- Terms 
of Cmmunion. a 
= adb, Then it will appear, That 
be ſaid Terms are wt contrary to the Regu- 
tatnns of the Church of England. 
Fu, It muſt be obſerved, What are the 
Seript ure-Terms of Communian. Now theſe 
Terme, ſummarily, do conſiſt in truly and 
&tually holding the H. Scripture 4s a clear 


"Relignn'; ſa ac, when we require an account 
.of the: Faith ef 'athers, ti require. indifpenſibly 
nm moe of i them than; that they expreſs it in 
"the Words of Seripture, or Words equivalent, 
and in all Eccleſiaſtical Regulations, or Ar- 
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crit, (as is further explained in treat- 
g o Aticles of Communien) that thoſe 
#hat rocerve the Word of God! for their Rule 
mey wnite © therein, that 0 Mans Judgment 
be captivated or violenced that adheres fo 
. the Divine Oracles, [ Trenic. P.2.] 

But then tts eſſential to the Seripture- 
Terms of Communion, that Men be not Con- 
tent ius, nor make a Buſtle about their par- 
ticular, Sentiments: Indeed they muſt be 
allowed, meekly and madeſtly ro profeſs 
them, but they are not to be Arrogant and 


tended Magiſterially to obtrude them on 
others, and refuſed to bear with thoſe of a 
different Judgment, notwithſtanding theſe 
own'd the Authority and Sufficiency of the 
H. Scripture as well as they, [ Ibid. P. 3.) 

Moreover it is to he remarked, that it is 
not inconſiſtent wich the Scripture- Terms oſ 
Communion to frame Articles of Union, to 
be aſſented to by particular Members, in 
other words than the very Scriptural Ex- 
preſſions, ſo they be agreeable to the L- 


ticles of Uitjon, to keep #0. the Latitude of ture, 


Preſumptuous in Diſputing, as if they pre- 
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ritude Seripture. ¶ Irenie. ref. P. 3. 
lrenic. P. 77, 78, 81, 119, 114, 137, 
%%% a 
Nay, Articles of Union are even aſſerted 

» be ney in Religious Societies. [ Irenic. 
0 ebe, Churches are, accordingly, al- 
lowed the Liberty to frame Articles of Com- 
munion according to their particular Opi- 
nions : For thus they are ſtill agreeable to 


„ 


and ſufficient, a campleat and perſecl Rule of the. Latitude of Scripture, if the Church 


hat framed them doth not ſet up as being 
Infallible, or doth not pretend to be the 
Fudge of "Controverſies; bur the id Ar- 
ticles are ſtilf expreſſed in a generality con · 

ſiſtent with that of the — of Scrip- 

or are propofed to be aſſented unto 

in order to Union and Peace. ¶ Kenic. 
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In particular, the Articles of the Church 
I England are approved of) their tendency 
being to avoid Diverſities of - Opinions 
among Preachers in Publick Aſtmblies, it 
being own'd that ſuch Diverſities would oc- 
caſion Diſorder and Scandal. | Ib. P. 8 1. 

The Articles of the Church of England 
being approved, the Prayers and Diſcipline 
of the Church are approved likewiſe, 
theſe being connected with and grounded 
R ee and there being the ſame 
reaſon for the one as for the other. As 
for Publick Prayers in particular, it is al- 
lowed not to he Superſtitious in ufing no other 
words than thoſe of Scripture. Ib. P. 113. 

In fine, according to the Method of Scrip- 
ture, whatſoever is capable of a tolerable Con- 
ſtruction muſt (when eftabliſhed by Authority ) 
be born with and conformed unto ; and 'tis 

aſſerted that particular Men cannot in Con- 
ſcience divide for Points of Diſcipline, or 
Things indifferent. [ Ib. P. 114. 9 
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„3, 32, 121. 
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to obſerve, 


| 3 Thar the ſaid Terms agree with. 


ions of the Church of England. 

As 22 en Diſcipline and Cere- 
monies, that are Things indifferent in them- 
ſelves, that is expreſs in the words juſt now 


quoted to that purpoſe. And as concern- 


mg the Articles, to 2 has been ſaid al- 


ready we may add, for a further illuftra- 
tion of that Matter, * they are either 


expreſſed in ſuch a generality as is con- 


ſiſtent with the Latitude of rhe Expreſſions 


of Scripture, or that they 
Union and Peace ; for the Church of England 


doth not pretend to be Infallible, or to be 
they are not lookt upon only as Articles of 


Peace) may be taken in ſuch a generality 
as is conſiſtent with the Latitude of the 


the We of Controverſies. 

kat the Articles are Terms of Union and 
5 Pin is the Interpretation that is put on 
by the generality of Divines : As 


Biſhop Stilling fleet obſerves, and aſſerts that a 
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iſterially 


whereas nothing is ſo but the very Ward 
Kess 3) bur the End of the Articles of the 


Church is to preſerve Order and Peace, in 


thoſe Bounds that were agreed upon 
' chief Governours of r at the time 


by the 
of the Reformation, and therefore Preachers 


thoſe Expreſſions, becauſe the Reformation 
could not have been effected, if Perſons had 
been allowed to Preach and Officiate in the 


Church in 4 way contrary to the Articles. 
{An Anſwer to ſeveral Treatiſes, occaſioned 
y A Diſcourſe concerning the Idolatry prati- © 


ſed in the Church 4 Rome, &c. Part 1. 


P. 269 & 270. 
On the other hand, that the Articles (if 


Expreſſions of Scripture, is ſhewn in the 


Expſtim of che iid Articles by Biſhop 
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ſeen what The Scriptures abſolutely be believed as Articles of Faith, 
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